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Minutes of the 18t Executive Council Meeting held on 8th August 2009 at 10.30 a.m. at the
Office of the Society, Ahmedabad. Meeting adjourned at 2.30 p.m.

Following members were present.

Mrs. Savita Punde, Honorary President
Mr. Rohit Marol, Honorary Vice- President/ Secretary
Prof. Dr. Deepa Maheshwari, Horforary Treasurer
Prof. Mr. Prabhakar B. Bhagwat, Past President
~ Mrs. Bhakti Karkhanis Thakoor
Mrs. Shweta Agarwal
Mr. Bobby Sujan
Mr. Jayant Dharap
Mr. Avadhoot Kumthekar
Mr. Anuj Malhotra

Mr. Atul Katariya had informed his inability to attend in advance.

President Mrs. Savita Punde chaired the meeting

The President Mrs. Punde requested that the meeting be audio recorded to facilitate
writing of minutes. Permission for the same was unanimously by granted by all members.

1.

AGENDA ITEM NO.1.

e MOM of 17th EC Meeting
The minutes of the 17ih executive council meeting previously passed by email were

proposed by the Pr_esidenf Mrs. Punde to be taken on record and was seconded by Mr.
Jayant Dharap. The Hon. Secretary Mr. Rohit Marol was asked to take the record of the
minutes.

Recent Important Developments
The president sought to share some important developments that had taken place
in the weeks preceding the 18ih EC meeting.

She explained that the ISOLA legal advisor Mr. Hardik Raval was unable (despite
several months having passed) to bring clarity on the legdlity of the Byelaws. After
several months of waiting, a meeting was fixed with the legal advisor by the
President and Hon. Secretary on 20t June. Unfortunately just as the meeting was to
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start, Mr. Raval declared the meeting ‘unofficial’. Thus no report of the same could
be presented to the EC.

The President thus felt it imperative to consult other legal advisors. The lawyers
consulted advised meeting the Charity Commissioner for clarity on the correct
running of the Society.

After telephonic conversation with the Charity Commissioner Mr. Amrit
Upadhayaya, she was directed to meet the Dy. Charity Commissioner Ms. Vibha
Dave who was in charge of Societies such as ours. Accordingly the President and
the Hon. Secretary met with Ms. Dave on 13t July. She advised that a petition for
the registered documents be put in, after which she would be able to give her
opinion.

The documents were applied for and received on 30" July. They comprised of the
following:

) Memorandum of the Society

. Rules and Regulations of the Society

. PTR (Public Trust Record)

(Refer copy of the documents that have already been sent to all members)

On the 7t of August, after examining the documents the Dy. Charity Commissioner
informed that

1. The Byelaws were not registered with the Charity Commissioner's office and
are therefore legally invalid.

2. The Society has to be run as per the Memorandum and Rules & Regulations
as have been registered with the Charity Commissioner’s office.

3. The elected EC members were also the Trustees and the same members
comprised the Governing Body and they hove to be elected every 2 years
as per the Rules and Regulations.

4, The Executive Council is the Apex body of ISOLA.

- 5. No person can hold office for life.
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List of all newly elected EC members has to be registered with the Charity
Commissioner's office within 3 months of the elections. (This has not been
done in the last 4 years) along with the following docume‘n’rs.

ID proof of all new EC members

Consent letter from members

Address proof ©

Election results

Affidavit from every EC members on a Rs.20/= stamp paper
Resolution from old committee that new commitiee has been
constituted.

"0 Q0T

All important resolutions taken at the AGM and EC meetings such as raising
of fees etc. have to be recorded with the Charity Commissioner’s office.

All AGM and EC meetings have to be held in Ahmedabd.
Only Accounts of the Society need to be filed in order fo hold the AGM.
The signatories to the Society accounts have to be as per the memorandum

and Rules and Regulations. i.e. the Signatories have to be the President, Hon.
Secretary and the treasurer.

On the basis of the above the President proposed that the Bye-laws should be
declared void ab initio (void from inception) for the following reasons.

They are not fegistered with the Charity Commissioners office.

Correct procedure has not been followed in passing the bye laws as there is
no record of the same in the MOM and previous EC meetings and only 4 of
the 11 EC members have signed it. ‘

The Byelaws are in direct contradiction to the interim constitution which is not
permitted by the Memorandum and Rules and Regulations.
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Member Avadhoot Kumthekar pointed out that in the notarized documents given
to members, the Memorandum and Rules and Regulations differed from the
registered documents in as many as 15 minor and major points. The Byelaws were
not registered as pointed our earlier.

After debating the issue at length the resolution to declare the Byelaws void ab-
initio was passed unanimously by all present EC members. It was also resolved that
if the reasons for declaring the bye Iaws invalid were found to be incorrect the
decision could be revisited in the future.

On the basis of the Charity Commissioner's directions the President also proposed
the following resolutions.

. Copies of the registered documents (memorandum, Rules and Regulations
and the PTR) should be sent to all members.

o The formalities for filing the names of the EC members to be taken up in the
next few weeks.

o The signatories of the ISOLA accounts to be as per the Constitution. { Refer
Annexure 1)
. A .manual of correct operating practices to be formulated for guidance to

forthcoming executive councils. (Secretary Rohit Marol has agreed to
undertake the same).

The above resolutions were unanimously passed by all present EC members.

¢ The President brought to members notice that the Constitution did not recognize
our founder member Prof. Bhagwat's sterling service and a resolution confering
status of Professor Emeritus on Prof. Bhagwat would be in order. Prof. Bhagwat
graciously declined the same.

e The President pointed out that the change of registered office address from
‘ C.E.P.T. to Panchtirth apartments had not been done through proper procedure
and that the change in address would need to be passed in the upcoming
AGM. This was agreed to by all members present.
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¢ The President emphasized the need to set up a committee to formulate new
Byelaws.

o Prof. Bhagwat stated that the reasons why the registered documents differ from
the notarized documents needs to be examined in order to ensure that if does
not happen in the future. 2

AGENDA ITEM NO 2.
Approval of letter from EC Authorizing formation of Delhi and Bangalore Chapters
and opening of Chapter accounts.

The draft of the resolution letter for chapter formation presented by the Hon.
Secretary Mr. Rohit Marol was passed after minor corrections.

Accounts can be opened based on Chapter guidelines passed in our previous
meeting.

The issue of local chapters co-opting members to the chapter committee was
discussed and approved. However it was decided that these co-opted members
would not have voting rights.

As per Memorandum representatives of each chapter will be part of the Executive
Council and will have voting rights. It was therefore decided that the
representatives of the Delhi NCR chapter and the Bangalore chapter would be
invited for all further EC meetings.

T}he Hon Secretary Mr. Rohit Marol informed the EC members that for the Delhi-NCR
chapter the office bearers were as follows:

Chair person - Ms. Sujata Kohli
Hon. Secretary - Mr. Sachin Jain
Treasurer — Mr. Samir Mathur

And for the Bangalore chapter the office bearers wére

Chair person - Mr. T.M. Chengappa
Hon. Secretary - Mr. Bijoy Chakko
Treasurer — Mr. Prashant Bhat
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AGENDA ITEM NO 3.

Awards Committee:

The tentative schedule for announcing the Honours and Awards was read out as
follows:

1. Announcing of Honours and Awards : 12 or 13t September
2. Last date for receipt of entries (at Delhi) . 15th December
3. Date of Jury (at Delhi) : 4% January (Monday) and 5t

January (Tuesday)

4, Announcing of Honours / awards : 8th January
5. Presentation ceremony : 20M™-January (at the ISOLA-Goa
conference)

Members of the Jury are:

Prof. Prabhakar Bhagwat
Prof. M.Shaheer

Prof. Ram Sharma

Mr. Satish Khanna

Prof. Shaheer, Prof. Ram Sharma and Mr. Satish Khanna have conveyed their
consent to be on the Jury. Prof. Bhagwat brought to the members' nofice that his
consent was already given at the 17t EC meeting and should be recorded as
such. Allmembers agreed with this.

A tentative budget of Rs. 1.5 Lakhs was dpproved for holding the jury, for the ISOLA
Honors & Awards.

All awardees would be the guests of the conference and their train/air fare and

accommodation would be taken care of by ISOLA. EC member Ms. Bhakti

Karkhanis informed members that this has already been budgeted for by the
Mumbai LOC , '

The Presidenf Mrs. Punde informed members that the Delhi Chapter had expressed
its desire to design the award plaques/mementos. This was unanimously approved.
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AGENDA ITEM NO 4.
Website Committee:

Website committee coordinator Ms. Bhakti Karkhanis and Mr. Sriganesh requested
to be relieved from this responsibility as they were preoccupied with the Goa
conference. Mr. Rohit Marol kindly gccepted to take on this responsibility.

It was decided that for appointment of website designer, all quotes received from
Web designers will need to be accompanied by their IT returns and Pan numbers.
Quotes may also be invited from Bangalore and Pune.

The president recommended that as funds in the ISOLA accounts would not be
adequate to cover the expenses for the Website and Awards & Honors, they could
be paid directly by Delhi LOC and the same would be adjusted from the portion of
the savings that would be returned to ISOLA Centre. This suggestion was accepted
by all.

The procedure to be followed for this would be:-

The co-ordinator of the website committee will certify any bills raised by the vendor
and get approval for the same from all EC members by email. He will inform the
Hon secretary who will then direct the Delhi-LOC to release the funds.

Ms. Bhakti Karkhanis presented the status of the information collected for the
website. It was decided that the balance information required would be provided
by

For Mumbai conference - Mr. Bobby Sujjan
For Delhi conference - Ms. Sujata Konhli
For Chennai conference - Mr. Raghu

She has requested for photographs and basic information on all the above
conferences.

o Information on the News Letter will be provided by Mr. Anuj Malhotra.
¢ AllEC members are requested to contribute for the FAQs.

e Information on the Code of Conduct would be provided by Mr. Jayant
Dharap.
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Ms. Bhakti Karkhanis informed that beta version for the Goa conference has
already been launched. (Rohit please get the address for this from Ms. Bhakii)

The draft version of the website could be discussed at the AGM.

AGENDA ITEM NO 5.

Professional Standing Commiittee:

Ms. Shweta Agarwal explained the salient points of the report prepared by her
(find attached). She was requested to form a core team. Prof. Bhagwat
volunteered to help with this committee. The committee wil formulate a
handbook. The draft for the same should be circulated by the last week of
December and the final report can be circulated to all members at the Goa
conference on 20t of January.

Mrs. Punde recommended that member Mr. Samir Mathur’s help could be sought.

The prime goal of the P.S.C. is to increase the visibility and credibility of the
profession among Government agencies, related professionals and the general
public. The president mentioned that a start toward this has already been made in
Delhi with the Delhi local chapter engaging with the City Government agencies.

AGENDA ITEM NO 6.

Newsletter Comittee

Mr. Anuj Malhotra presented a draft design copy of the news letter. Format for the
content was discussed and approved by all members. Anuj expressed that he
would like to include Ms. Nupur Prothi Khanna and Mr. -Milind Jawahar Patel in the
Editorial Board. It was also decided to include Chapter representatives in the
Board. The first newsletter will be a hard copy and be presented at the AGM
followed by e-mail to all. Mumbai will give details for the Goa conference to be
included in the News Letter.

AGENDA ITEMNO 7 :
Member Election Comittee

It was decided that the Member Election Committee will be taken up after the
report from the ISOLA Education Board.
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AGENDA ITEM NO 8:

Education Board Committee:

Education board under Prof. Shaheer submitted an excellent initial report (find
attached). The president informed members that SPA has consented to host a
workshop on Landscape Education in late October and sought the Executive
Councils permission to support the' same. The members agreed to allocate Rs.
50,000/ (Rupees Fifty Thousand only) to support the workshop. This amount as in
the case of the website and awards committee will be transferred from the Delhi
LOC account.

AGENDA ITEM NO ¢ :

Resource Centre Committee:

Prof. Dr. Deepa Maheshwari submitted a brief report (find attached) on the
framework for the Resource Centre Committee. It was appreciated by all
members. She has been requested to formulate a core group to take the work
forward. It was proposed that the committee would work towards making a data
base of native plants for different regions in India. It was also decided that the
Resource Centre would not address vendor related information.

AGENDA ITEM NO 10:

Professional Practice Committee:

Mr. Jayant Dharap suggested that lIA code could be used as a model to formulate
our code of Professional conduct as it is similar. He has agreed to submit his report
within TS5 days.

AGENDA ITEM NO 11

Goa Conference update:

Ms. Bhakti Kharkhanis presented the Theme note and also briefed members on the
progress on the preparation for the conference. It was appreciated by all
members.

AGENDA ITEM NO 12

AGM

It was decided to hold the AGM in the last week of September or early October.
AMA, CEPTITPI were discussed as possible venues. It was decided to hold a small
event with about 7.to 8 speakers before the AGM in order to get maximum
participation. A shorthst of potential speakers was discussed.
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Mr. Anuj Malhotra will finalise the venue with the help of local EC members.  Mr.
Anuj Malhotra will also co-ordinate the preparations for the AGM including
sponsorship for the event before the AGM, with the help of local EC members.

14. CHANGE IN LETTER HEAD
It was agreed to change the letterhead to include registration no. and the correct
registered address of the society. )

15.  DEFAULTING MEMBERS
The list of members who have not paid the annual membership fee was presented
by the treasurer Ms. Deepa Maheshwari. All EC members volunteered to take up
the matter personally.

16.  LANDSCAPE THE GARDENING EXPO 2009

The president informed members that the Landscape the Gardening Expo-2009
was holding an International Conference “Plants, Places and People” on the 3rd
and 4t of October at Hyderabad. They have approached ISOLA for support and
have requested for the address of all members in order to invite them for the
conference. The Hon. Secretary was of the opinion that the list of address should
not be given. Instead they could be requested to send their invite to us and we
could forward the same to all ISOLA members. This was unanimously accepted by
all members present.

The meeting was adjourned with the President thanking the various committees for the
Ao

d nvork

—RGRIT Marol

Honorary Secretary - ISOLA
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Annexure - 1

SIGNATORIES FOR ISOLA BANK ACCOUNTS

. The following accounts:are being operated by ISOLA-

1. ISOLA TRUST. ACCOUNT (No. 481450000096)
2. ISOLA SUBSCRIPTION ACCOUNT (No. 4814500001 14)
-3 ISOLA GENERAL ACCOUNT (No. 481000078552)

And the present Signatories —

1. Prof. Prabhakar Bhagwat (past president)

2. Mr. Bobby Sujan (Outgoing Secretary)

3. Prof. Deepa Maheshwari (past and present Treasurer)
To be changed to- -

1. Mrs. Savita Punde (Elected President)

2, Mr. Rohit Marol (Elected Secretary)
3. Prof. Deepa Maheshwari (Elected Treasurer)



