
 

 

 
INDIAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. 

 
Minutes of the 16th Executive Council Meeting held on 18th January 2009 at 2.00 pm. at the 
Registered Office of the Society, Ahmedabad. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
  

Following members were present. 
 

Mrs. Savita Punde, Honorary President 
Mr. Rohit Marol, Honorary Vice- President 
Dr. Prof. Deepa Maheshwari, Honorary Treasurer 
Prof. Mr. Prabhakar B. Bhagwat 
Mrs. Bhakti Karkhanis Thakoor 
Mrs. Shweta Agarwal 
Prof. Shrikant Bhale. 

 
Leave of absence was granted to the following members as they had communicated their 
inability to attend the meeting. 

 
Mr. Bobby Sujan  
Mr. Jayant Dharap 
Mr. Avadhoot Kumthekar 
Mr. Atul Kataria 
Mr. Anuj Malhotra did not attend. There was no communication from him.  
 

President Mrs. Savita Punde chaired the meeting 
 
1. Mr. Bobby Sujan had sent in his resignation letter as an Hon. Secretary. He expressed his 

inability to continue as Secretary due to personal reasons. His resignation letter was 
accepted.  

 Prof. Shrikant Bhale the only other ‘fellow’ present in the meeting who is not an office bearer 
was requested to take up the Secretary’s post. He expressed his inability to take charge. 
 
Prof. Bhagwat suggested that Mr. Rohit Marol take charge as the Secretary, as according to 
him the ISOLA constitution did not have any provision for a vice president’s post. Mr. Rohit 
Marol agreed to take additional charge of the Honorary Secretary’s post for the rest of term. 
 
The Executive Council members thanked and appreciated Mr. Bobby Sujan for his 
commendable job in the last five years and through out the formation of ISOLA.  
 

2. Agenda item No.1. 
 
Minutes of the 15th EXCO held on October 4th 08 at ISOLA registered office were placed 
before the executive council for discussion and for approval of the same if found to be 
correct. Members found the minutes to be correct. The president recommended that the 
same be approved and was seconded by the Vice president. The hon. secretary was asked 
to take the minutes on the records of the society. 
 

3. Agenda item No 2.  
 
Reports of the committees formed were reviewed and finalized as follows: 
 
Reports of various committees:- 
 
a. Local Chapter Committee 

 



 2

Some changes were suggested by the members. The modified report with the 
suggested changes is appended to the minutes. 

 
• Ms. Bhakti Karkhanis submitted letters of request to form Local Chapter at Mumbai. 

The same was accepted by the Executive Council. The letters were handed over to 
Prof. Deepa Maheshwari for filing along with that of Bangalore and Delhi. 

 
• As all the guidelines have been formalized for forming Local Chapter, letters inviting 

the following regions to formulate Local Chapter by electing Chairman, Secretary 
and treasurer are to be sent within one week. 

1) Mumbai 
2) Bangalore 
3) New Delhi 

 
• Prof. Bhagwat suggested in order to expedite the process, once the regions elected 

their office bearer, letters would be emailed to all Executive Council members 
authorising the opening of the Bank Account for the Local Chapter. All EC members 
will have to send in signed hard copies of the same after which formalities for 
opening of the Bank Account to be issued to various chapters. 

 
b. Website Committee: 

 
As the coordinator of the committee Mr. Bobby Sujan was absent, the report of the 
website committee was tabled by the treasurer Mrs. Deepa Maheshwari. She was 
requested to ASAP renew the website domain. It was decided to add a link to the 
Delhi conference website. 
As member Mr.Sriganesh had volunteered to help with the website, the council agreed 
to request him to take charge of this committee (Post meeting Mr. Sriganesh has 
agreed to take charge of the same) EC member Bhakti Karkhanis has agreed to co-
ordinate. 
 
• The following pages are to be added to the website 
• ISOLA Constitution 
• ISOLA Newsletter 
• Local Chapters and activities 
• ISOLA awards and application details 
• ISOLA application and registration forms (These in future can be downloaded 

directly. It was decided that scanning on high quality paper of the forms would be 
done for the records). 

• Last recorded minutes of the Executive committee meetings. 
 

c. Division of Conference Funds:  
 
Mr. Rohit Marol explained the assumptions made while arriving at the budgets for 
running ISOLA Center and Chapter. Based on the statements it was agreed that : 

 
• 50% of all the national conference savings to be given to the Centre. (all donor, 

sponsor, registration charges) The other 50% to be retained by chapter, for own 
activities. 

• 25% of all saving from Local chapters events to be given to Centre, balance 75% 
to be retained for chapter activities. 

• 10% of the above funds given to the centre to be transferred to the ISOLA Trust 
fund and balance to be used for managing of ISOLA through the General 
Account. 
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d. Awards Committee:  
 
The co-ordinator of awards committee, Mrs. Punde, explained the various honors and 
awards, along with the intent, eligibility mode of application, and Jury process. 
Comments from the members are incorporated in the ‘Award committee report 
appended to these minutes. 

 
e. Professional standing Committee : 

 
Coordinator Ms. Shweta Agarwal explained her report. The report outlines excellent 
and appropriate steps to be taken to improve the standing of the profession. A detailed 
report will be prepared in consultation with Prof. Bhagwat by Ms. Shweta Agarwal. 

 
f. News Letter Committee:  

 
Prof. Shrikant Bhale explained the possible format for the newsletter. Mr. Rohit Marol 
handed over a copy of the newsletter format that was done by the earlier committee, 
provided by member Ms.Nupur Prothi. It was proposed that Ms.Nupur Prothi would 
help co-ordinator Prof.Shrikant Bhale with the Newsletter (She has telephonically 
confirmed the same). It was also decided that the deadline for the 1st News letter will 
be 20th March 2008. 

 
g. Unauthorised Courses: 

 
The report sent by Ms. Bhakti Karkhanis was discussed particularly the courses 
proposed by Rachna Sansad. 
 
President Mrs. Savita Punde suggested that we encourage them to meet ISOLA’s 
criteria and get ISOLA recognition. All members agreed to this strategy. 

 
4. Agenda item No 3.  

 
It was agreed that it is the right of every ISOLA member to receive a copy of the constitution. 
It was also accepted that the constitution should be e-mailed to all members. As it is noted 
that there are inconsistencies and contradictions between the various parts of the 
constitution, it needs to be corrected and ratified before sending it to all members. 
 
The President & Vice-President stressed that a meeting with the ISOLA lawyers is critical to 
the above in order to proceed further. Mrs. Savita Punde had sent a request letter to this 
effect on 4th Jan to GB Chairperson Prof. Bhagwat. Prof. Bhagwat wanted in writing the 
issues to be discussed with the lawyers.  
 
Mrs. Savita Punde insisted that for the council to function in a legal and systematic manner, 
members need to know their rights and duties without any ambiguity and decisions taken in 
meetings do not contradict the constitution, as instances in the past have happened. Prof. 
Bhagwat stated that he needed to take GB approval Mrs. Punde pointed out that the 
constitution did not say so. Prof. Bhagwat then stated that he would like to take the GB’s 
opinion anyways. Mrs. Savita Punde suggested that any of the interested council members 
as well as the governing body members could attend the meeting. Prof. Bhagwat was one 
again requested to fix the meeting at the earliest. 

 
5. Other Issues 

 
a. Resolution was passed that the minutes of the council meetings will be ratified by 

all members within 3 weeks of the meeting by e-mail. 
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b. Mr. Rohit Marol submitted documentation and photographs of the Bangalore 
Conference to Prof. Deepa Maheshwari for the ISOLA archives as was discussed 
in the previous meeting. 

c. A list of Copies of Certificates dated 18th May 2008, which have already been sent 
to the ISOLA members was handed over to the Hon. President.  

d. Additional 19 Certificates were signed by the Hon. President and Hon. Secretary 
which was dated 18th January 2009. 

e. Prof. Deepa Maheshwari submitted guidelines and protocols from the CA for 
maintenance and handling of ISOLA conference accounts. 

f. Prof. Deepa Maheswari was aksed to renew the Website Domain (She has 
confirmed later that this has been done the very next day.) 

g. Prof. Deepa Maheshwari tabled 6 applications for membership received which were 
deliberated. 

 
• It was decided that Foreign country citizens, even if they are of Indian origin 

will not be given membership for the time being. 
• Applications of only ISOLA or IFLA recognized university degrees will be 

accepted. 
• Applications have to be accompanied by university M.L.Arch. degree 

certificates for processing. 
 

h. A request letter for support by an exhibition promoting organisation ‘The Economic 
Times ACETECH” was presented and was put up for acceptance addressed to the 
President and Vice-President. Support was provided by the earlier council with a 
representative from ISOLA to be involved. The Rep. Ms. Swati had given a 
negative report. It was decided that ISOLA will not support this organization. Hon. 
Secretary to write to ACETECH about this decision asking them to discontinue 
using the ISOLA Name and Logo in any of their promotions with immediate effect. 

 
i. After discussions among the members, it was unanimously decided that the Bank 

account opened for the National Conferences shall be closed before the end of next 
Financial Year. 

 
j. Mr.Rohit Marol had sent his Air Travel Bills to Mr. Bobby Sujan for reimbursement 

and the same was handed over to Prof. Deepa Maheshwari.  It was also agreed 
that reimbursements could be done for an amount equal to 2nd A.C. Railways Fare 
on receipt of tickets by any member who wishes to avail of reimbursements. 

 
k. Prof. Deepa Maheshwari handed in her resignation letter from the post of Treasurer 

citing personal reasons. She was requested to continue, so that a decision can be 
taken in the next meeting i.e. 1st or 2nd week of April. 

 
 

l.  Prof. Bhagwat informed that Ahmedabad will not be able to host the next   ISOLA 
conference in Ahmedabad. He also informed that Ahmedabad is not in  a position 
at the moment to form a Local Chapter. This is due to the reasons as under: 

 
•  Prof. Bhagwat had sent emails to all the members for formation of  

      Gujarat Regional Chapter. There was no confirmation received from  
                 any of the members. 

 
•  Also an email was sent asking members of Gujarat to organize the  

                   ISOLA Conference in 2010. There was no confirmation received from  
                   any of the members. 
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The meeting was adjourned with the President thanking the various committees for the excellent work 
done. 

 
 

 
 
Rohit Marol 
Honorary Secretary - ISOLA 


