
 

ISOLA - FOURTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

 

A warm welcome to all ISOLA members present here today at the 14th Annual General Meeting of the Indian 

Society of Landscape Architects at CEPT University on the 10th of August, 2019.  

The AGM is our annual exercise in stock taking to assess performance, share and seek opinions on ongoing 

endeavors and outline future plans. The Secretary's Annual Report I will now present, includes the:  

1. Status of ISOLA Executive Council and Chapter Executive Committees  

2. Status of ISOLA Accounts  

3. Status of ISOLA Membership  

4. Report on the events conducted by the ISOLA Central EC and ISOLA Chapters  

5. Representation of ISOLA on other platforms  

6. Report on ISOLA collaborations and MoUs 

6. Report on other ISOLA initiatives and committees 
 
 
STATUS OF ISOLA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 

The 2017-19 Executive Council handed over charge to the new EC on May 23rd, 2019, following online elections 

held in April-May of this year. 129 members of a total of 285 eligible voting members (all valid members except 

student members) participated in the first ISOLA elections where votes were cast online. 

The new Executive Council (2019-21) comprises of continuing office bearers-  

Honorary President   Sujata Kohli 

Honorary Vice President   Sridevi Rao 

Honorary Treasurer   Jitendra Pawgi 

Honorary Secretary   Nidhi Madan  

 

Rohit Marol continues his role as the immediate Past President and Swati Sahasrabudhe continues as Education 

Board Convener. Each of the newly elected EC fellow members has their task set out as well, with Neelima Soni 

as Chapter Coordinator and Prashanta Bhat as Chairperson of the Education Board. Coopted member Shilpa 

Chandawarkar will lead all student initiatives and Parisutha Rajan, the Resource Centre.  

Elected Associate members, Asok Kumar will spearhead a membership drive, Vineetha P.S., social media efforts 

and Venkata Lakshmi V. will work on the Resource Centre. Co-opted member Preetanshi Singh will be the Joint 

Secretary, in an effort to build up a strong secretariat with multiple hands to direct and process information, 

engage with our members and coordinate with other organizations. The new ISOLA EC has representatives from 

Delhi, Hyderabad, Pune, Mumbai, Bangalore, Chennai, Thrissur and Coimbatore.  

This EC shall continue to hold office till the 22nd of May 2021.   

 



  
   
 

 

ISOLA Chapter Election Update 

The chapter election cycle is now completely aligned with the financial year. Elections were held in February-

March for Bangalore and Mumbai chapters for the 2019-21 term.  Prashanta Bhat (Bangalore) and Ashish 

Patankar (Mumbai) were the election officers. Mumbai chapter had 5 valid nominations, so all candidates were 

considered elected. Bangalore chapter had 6 nominations for which online voting took place. The two new 

Chapter Managing Committees took office on April 1st, 2019.  

We welcome the newly elected Managing Committees -  

Bangalore Chapter 
Honorary Chairperson Prasad G  
Honorary Secretary  Maithily Velangi 
Honorary Treasurer  Sachin Ubbarada 
Elected Members  Preetanshi Singh and Deepthi Chandra 
Co-opted Member Rashmi Paramesh 
 
Mumbai Chapter 
Honorary Chairperson Devayani Deshmukh Upasani 
Honorary Secretary  Subhagya Atale Raval  
Honorary Treasurer  Hrishikesh Phadke 
Elected Members  Prachi Nadkarni and Minesh Chainani 
Co-opted Member Dhara Shah and Anuradha Wakade 
 

Continuing chapter management committees include Delhi NCR Chapter led by Chairperson Jasleen Kaur 

Waraich, Secretary Chhitiz Mohan Gupta and Treasurer Vina Verghese Biswas. 

ISOLA Gujarat Chapter office bearers are Chairperson Bobby Bhagwan Sujansingani, Secretary Priyesh 

Pankajbhai Shah and Treasurer Beena Vijaykumar Tindwani. 

Chairperson Rohini Prasad, Secretary Vineetha P.S., and Treasurer Sebastian Jose represent ISOLA Kerala 

chapter.     

The ISOLA Tamil Nadu & Pondicherry Managing Committee comprises Chairperson K. Senthil Kumar, Secretary 

M. Asok kumar and Treasurer R.C. Ravindran. 

The ISOLA Hyderabad Managing Committee office bearers are Chairperson Narasimham.V.V.L, Secretary Zahid 

Ali and Treasurer Harish Vangara. 

And Maharashtra Chapter with Chairperson Vikas Bhosekar, Secretary Shruti Humane and Treasurer 

Dhanashree Kulkarni.  

From next year onwards, four chapters will hold elections every alternate year. Elections for Delhi NCR, Gujarat, 

Kerala, TN & Pondicherry for the 2020-22 term will be held next year.  Since it was decided that the new 

chapters must have a 2+ year term to start, Maharashtra and Hyderabad chapters will have elections in 2021 

along with Bangalore and Mumbai chapters.   



  
   
 

 

STATUS OF ISOLA ACCOUNTS  

Today we place on record the consolidated accounts of ISOLA (which includes the Central ISOLA, all chapters 

and the Kochi Conference) for the year ending 31st March 2019, that will be filed as approved at this AGM.   

Thank you once again to our auditor Rajnikant Trivedi for his unerring support and patience for all accounting 

queries, and for his continued role in maintaining ISOLA’s fiscal discipline.  

Treasurers’ Workshop 

At the last AGM, Rajnikant-ji suggested a financial workshop for all chapter treasurers and the conference LOC, 

to standardize accounting practices, requirements and financial procedures of ISOLA and to deal with all 

queries. The Treasurers Workshop was successfully held in Hyderabad with all Chapter Treasurers and the 

Hyderabad Chapter on June 8th, 2019. This model of centre-chapter association facilitated better consultation 

and exchange.  

Thanks to the persistence of Treasurer Jitendra Pawgi, we now have access to the original registry of ISOLA. This 

was an impediment to bank account openings for all the new chapters, and we are happy to report, all new 

chapters now have functional bank accounts. Other pending dues for Bangalore chapter have been cleared and 

going forward we also have financial guidelines in place.  

 

STATUS OF ISOLA MEMBERSHIP  

Today, the count of ISOLA memberships, past and present, stand at 700 over the last 5 years, with 339 valid 

memberships today (the number rose to 515 post conference), 187 fellow, 81 associate, 47 graduate and 24 

student members. Chapter memberships have Delhi at 74, Maharashtra with 54, Gujarat with 28, Bangalore 

with 39, TN & Pondicherry with 31, Mumbai 35, Kerala 25 and Hyderabad 11 members.  

 

ISOLA EVENTS 

ISOLA Conference                                                                                                                                                  

The 2019 ISOLA Conference was held on 15th-16th February at Kochi, Kerala. The theme of the conference was 

Re-Imagining Landscapes. Following tracks of Identity, Wisdom and Stewardship (towards fragile landscapes 

using traditional wisdom and ecological leadership) the conference followed an innovative format with 

speakers, single and multi-session workshops, student competitions and paper presentations. The conference, 

workshops and post-conference tours were well received by over 400 delegates.  

The 2021 ISOLA conference will be held in Hyderabad. The Conference LOC is in place and will share their 

preliminary plans for the conference and the lead up to it later today. The biennale schedule of conferences has 

given us some breathing room to plan other events. This cycle we hope the time will allow us to build up 

content towards a substantial body of work prior to the conference, as well as more outreach and advocacy. 



  
   
 

 

There are three pending conference proceedings publications, from the 2016 Bangalore, 2017 Goa and 2019 

Kochi Conferences. We hope to seem them completed and disseminated before the next AGM.  

ISOLA Awards and Honours  

The eighth cycle of ISOLA Awards accepted only soft copy submissions and for the first time conducted an e-

jury. Jury members were sent the submissions through a link and an online meeting of the jury took place with 

Adit Pal as the moderator. Avadhoot Kumthekar and Asok Kumar coordinated these efforts with Savita Punde as 

the Awards Convener.  

The next student awards will be held at the end of this year/ beginning of next year, culminating in the award 

ceremony at the 2020 AGM. The full cycle of awards will be scheduled to coincide with the next conference in 

2021. Past President Rohit Marol will be the Awards Convenor and Shilpa Chandawarkar the Coordinator. 

Avadhoot Kumthekar and Asok Kumar, Award Committee members will assist.  

Chapter MC Workshop 

Following the EC Meeting at the Kerala conference, a chapter managing committee meeting was organized for 

all chapter office bearers to interact and share from each other and the EC, and set a collective tone for the 

direction of ISOLA and their chapter over the next few years. While this was a good opportunity for the wider 

groups to connect, attendance was low, but we hope this will change in future meetings, with a consolidated 

ISOLA calendar and vision for each chapter in the works.  

Chapter Activities   

This past year has been a busy one, with the conference, multiple chapter events across each of the eight 

chapters, awards and events scheduled along with EC meetings across different cities. The ISOLA calendar has 

seen diverse events, audiences and in the years ahead we hope to plan better, and make available the schedule 

to enable further activity.  

This year each chapter has prepared a video presentation of its chapter activities, to reflect on the year past and 

plans for the future. The intent of this exercise is to create multimedia content about ISOLA that can be 

disseminated widely thereafter. We hope this is a start of more such initiatives.  

 

REPRESENTATION OF ISOLA ON OTHER PLATFORMS  

IGBC Green Building Congress  

ISOLA collaborated with IGBC for a seminar on 'Green Landscapes and Biodiversity' along with the Green 

Building Congress (Nov 3rd, 2018). ISOLA members Sridevi Rao, Narasimham V.V.L., Jitendra Pawgi, Sonali 

Dahotre, Sujata Hingorani and Neelima Soni made presentations that were very well received. This year once 

again we are collaborating with IGBC for their seminar on September 27th, 2019 at Hyderabad, where our 

members will represent ISOLA and the larger landscape architecture fraternity.  

 



  
   
 

 

ISOLA COLLABORATIONS AND MOUS 

MoUs with Institutes and Organization  

Last year, ISOLA initiated the signing of MoUs as a formalization of potential and continued collaborations with 

institutions and agencies, to share space and resources. Since there is no college/ institution teaching landscape 

architecture in Hyderabad, the first institutional MoU was signed with Jawaharlal Nehru Architecture and Fine 

Arts University (JNAFAU), Hyderabad last year. Going forward, MoUs will be pursued with all colleges teaching 

landscape architecture recognized by ISOLA. 

ISOLA has also signed a MoU with IGBC at the Kochi conference, formalizing a long standing collaboration 

between the two. It would entail working on their rating systems, conducting workshops and would allow us to 

take advantage of their networks and outreach in the years to come. 

IFLA 

As the engagement with IFLA has increased over the last two years, the momentum and interaction, we look 

forward to taking advantage of expertise in the international organization, such as the proposed EB workshop 

for accreditation, and also participate in IFLA working groups.  

NASA  

The Mohammad Shaheer Landscape Trophy jury was held on the 20th & 21st of January 2019 at the 61st NASA 

Convention at the SJB School of Architecture and Planning, Bangalore, Karnataka. The jury members 

representing ISOLA were Nikhil Dhar, Prashanta Bhat and Nidhi Madan. Sachin Ubbarada was the moderator for 

the trophy. 

There were 120 registrations, from which the jury awarded 1 Citation, 1 Special Mention and 1 Jurors’ Choice 

Award following a two-stage jury evaluation. As in past years, the ISOLA-conducted Mohammad Shaheer 

Landscape Trophy had the second highest participation among all trophies at this year's NASA convention. 

Shilpa Chandawarkar wrote the brief for the Trophy for last year and this year as well.   

NASA has been looking to us to expand our collaboration through a MoU and more interactions and exposure 

for architectural students.  The first such interactions we initiated at the zonal NASA conventions. ISOLA 

workshops were conducted by Shishir Raval (Kerala), TM Chengappa (Tumkur, Karnataka) and Sachin Jain 

(Chandigarh) at short notice in September 2018. They were coordinated by Maithily Velangi. They were all well 

received and NASA has requested more hands-on workshops in the future. Maithily has set up a standard 

template for future workshops, and we intend for this to be a recurring engagement with NASA. 

GRIHA 

Griha requested our feedback on the 'GRIHA Manual for Native Vegetation of India' for which a number of 

members sent in comments. Griha agreed to have us nominate a few members to help with regular reviews and 

coordinate inputs with their team. We have talked over the years of developing such lists, some of which are 

members have used and/or developed and it will take some time to consolidate. Our support will help 

substantiate and provide professional expertise towards its comprehensive and appropriate development and 



  
   
 

 

use. Jitendra Pawgi, Divya Sharma, Shweta Agrawal Suhane and Shubhangi Chauhan have volunteered to assist 

with their efforts on behalf of ISOLA.  

 

ISOLA INITIATIVES  

ISOLA Public Engagement 

Over the last year, ISOLA has begun to raise its voice in city based initiatives, particularly those we felt were 

against our values, and issued statements, press releases and filed petitions. We supported citizen led initiatives 

against urban tree felling and urban design issues.   

Ashish Patankar, on behalf of ISOLA, took the lead in providing objections and suggestions under Section 8(3) of 

the Maharashtra (Urban Area) Protection & Preservation of Tree Act, 1975, for the removal of 2238 trees at 

Aarey Colony for the Metro 3 Project in Mumbai last month.  

Sujata Kohli took the lead as one of the petitioners filing an objection on the redevelopment of Chandni Chowk 

and the relocation of services and utilities in the historic axis. Sachin Jain represented all further representations 

and continues to do so.  

The EC issued a statement on the fencing at the National War Memorial India Gate C-Hexagon Fencing.  

ISOLA has also proactively petitioned Urban Bodies to include landscape architects, and ISOLA members in 

particular, in RFPs and Tenders, as it is brought to our attention. The RFP for the Indian Institute of Science, 

Bangalore was reissued, mandating ISOLA membership as a requirement, on our intervention.   

The use and misuse of the term ‘landscape architect’ was discussed at one of the EC meetings. This has been 

recurring concern with no immediate solution. It was agreed by the EC that ISOLA membership must be the 

designation that is a recognition of professional expertise and core values. We need to collectively create wider 

recognition of ISOLA membership as a professional standard as a prerequisite for professional standing.  

K. Senthil Kumar, TN & Pondicherry Chapter Chairperson informed the EC that the Corporation of Chennai has 

issued a notification wherein landscape architecture fees will be 7.5% of costs for all their projects. This was a 

positive move, and it was suggested that other chapters take it up in their respective states as well.  

 

Education Board  

Two guideline documents prepared by the EB are available on the website for your reference – the ISOLA 

eligibility standards and procedures for post graduate programs in Landscape Architecture, and, the list of 

documents required to be submitted by the institute which is seeking the ISOLA eligibility. Colleges seeking 

recognition do so on the basis of these documents, thanks to efforts of Nikhil Dhar, Chair and Swati 

Sahasrabudhe, convener and the EB.  

A number of new programs of landscape architecture are being set up across the country, a few of whose 

faculty has requested ISOLA mentorship that the EB intends to take up.   



  
   
 

 

The EC supports the creation of a strong independent Education Board working independently with expert 

academicians including landscape heads of institutes to not only ensure educational standards, but also 

collaboration and resource sharing among institutions. Through mentorship of institutions in setting up their 

courses and curriculum, assessments and engagement with existing colleges, student exchanges and forums, 

recognition of and engagement of landscape architectural institutions and capacity building of faculty teaching 

landscape architecture, the EB has a large role to play, for which it is in the process of setting up a strong 

constitution to enable these directions. EB convener, Swati Sahasrabudhe, will share the plans and direction of 

the EB following this report.  

Over the past year, ISOLA has recognized and granted membership to the post graduate students of Landscape 

Architecture at L.S. Raheja College of Architecture, Mumbai, VIT’s PVP College of Architecture, Pune and Dr. 

M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute, Chennai. The EC unanimously approved the recommendations for 

recognition of all three institutions, and agreed to the stipulation of the EB to host a Teachers Training Program 

with ISOLA for its post graduate faculty/ research symposium at each institute. ISOLA now recognizes eight 

programs across the country.  

 

Social Media and Website 

After a quiet and inconsistent two years on the social media front, we look forward to renewed activity with 

Vineetha and Preetanshi taking on the task of updates on both social media platforms and the website.  

The website is now a bank of data about ISOLA, its history, activities, events and news. Specific members-only 

sections for videos, tools and resources, and, public resources and content available across the open access 

sections such as news, events, awards etc. are constantly being updated.  

 

ISOLA COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS 

The EC agreed to focus our energies on the landscape profession as being practiced in our country today, giving 

inputs to government agencies and focusing on the role and contributions of landscape professionals in society. 

The post-AGM event will focus on its direction this afternoon. Different working groups and committees based 

on expertise and interest are being set up to work in parallel as well. 

Advisory Board 

An advisory group is being set up to include the current ISOLA president and past two ISOLA presidents.  

Education Board 

As mentioned the restructuring of the Education Board is underway to include a steering committee, advisory 

group and working group. Swati will share further details about its constitution soon.  

 

 



  
   
 

 

Professional Practice Group 

The Professional Practice (PP) group comprising of one ISOLA member from each region- Minesh Parikh, Ashish 

Patankar, Atul Katariya, Deepthi CB, Gopal Bajaj, Hrishikesh Phadke, Maithily Velangi, Ravi Kumar, Rajesh 

George and Sandip Patil. Each of these members would in turn make a working group in their region who would 

strategize and get involved with not only execution authorities but also like minded organisations towards 

similar goals.  

Emerging Professionals  

The intent of such a group is to create a forum to support young landscape architects, including professional 

development, networking opportunities, awareness for the profession specific to their experience and 

challenges faces. This group will include interested Graduate and Associate Members.   

Student Forum 

A student forum, based on EB recommendations, was initiated at the Kochi conference. This forum will bring 

together student members and have them initiate conversations and connects between themselves and the 

larger fraternity towards shared learning, outreach and collaborations.   

 
IN SUMMARY 

This EC hopes to build on the continuity of the office bearers in its second term and the enthusiasm of its new 

members and working groups to build up momentum. With a view to create an independent Education Board, 

kick start the Resource Centre, and, resolve and further Professional Practice issues, we are trying to be more 

proactive with communication and collaborations.  

Gratitude is due to an enthusiastic and positive Executive Committee led by President Sujata Kohli, Vice 

President Sridevi Rao and Past President Rohit Marol whose direction and support empower us. Jitendra Pawgi 

has brought thoroughness in accounting and Swati Sahasrabudhe diligence and direction to the EB and with 

Prashanta Bhat too, we are confident of its future. The support and dedication of Shilpa Chandawarkar and 

Neelima Soni, once again in the EC, are much appreciated and we are excited to see the paths our associate 

members Asok, Vineetha, Venkata Lakshmi and Preetanshi take us on with their creative ideas in the near 

future. We are emboldened by a strong and committed group of Chapter Representatives whom we look on to 

for constant support and have been unfailing in their commitment as chapter chairs but also EC members- 

Bobby Sujansingani, Devyani Upasani Deshmukh, Jasleen Waraich, Narasimham V.V.L. Prasad, Rohini Prasad, K. 

Senthil Kumar and Vikas Bhosekar. Thanks are due to our Office Assistant, Khushboo Sharma as well. 

As you all know, the executive council members are all volunteers, and take on a large load of work, and 

commitments above and beyond their work and personal obligations and as we grow and take on more 

challenges every effort is critical. We would like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of 

members of all the committees and working groups, and all the past EC members who continue in unofficial 

capacities to guide the growth of our young society.  



  
   
 

 

We greatly appreciate the commitment of all ISOLA members, for taking the time to be here today to participate 

in this AGM. As ISOLA enters its fourteenth year, our ambitions for the profession are greater, and the role each 

member can play towards the mission of ISOLA will only strengthen our profession and we welcome each one. 

We sometimes don’t say it enough but the comraderies, support and positivity within this professional society is 

rare and makes all the efforts worthwhile.  

 

Nidhi Madan 

Honorary Secretary, ISOLA 

August 10th, 2019 

  



  
   
 

 

ISOLA EDUCATION BOARD -2019  

(NOTE PREPARED FOR SECERTARY’S REPORT) 

ISOLA Education Board intends to build up on the work done by the earlier team of EB with its established 

procedures and standards for education in landscape architecture at postgraduate level in India, which are 

uploaded on the website and are accessible to ISOLA members. ISOLA has eight institutes offering post 

graduate education in landscape architecture across India under its umbrella. 

The newly elected EB team with Swati Sahasrabudhe as its Convenor and Prashanta Bhat as it Chairperson 

along with the EC team have chalked out the path of work for the current term. EB intends to focus on 

establishing connect with the institutes in India, mentor and work together with them to fulfil the objectives 

of ISOLA on a long term basis.  

The working structure of the constitution for EB will consist of three components: 

1. Steering Committee (to look after the working of EB towards fulfilling its objectives) 

2. Advisory Circle (to receive advice from experts from the field and allied fields) 

3. Working Group ( to work in collaboration with institutes across regions with representatives from 

each institute recognised under ISOLA)  

EB intends to establish connect with the institutes in India through execution of MoUs. The regional chapters 

will have a key role to play to establish this connect with the institutes in their regions. The ISOLA resource 

center (ISOLA-RC) in the making would also have a significant role and work to be done towards establishing 

and expanding resource banks with the help of professionals and institutes in the years to come. 

At the same time EB intends to strengthen its international connect with IFLA through an exchange of 

knowledge and resources. A workshop with an expert from IFLA is being discussed and in process. Based on 

the guidelines formulated during the last tenure of EB, it intends to conceptualize, structure and conduct 

ISOLA mentorship programmes and training programmes for the institutes and faculty members who wish to 

seek support from ISOLA to impart quality education in LA. Two such institutes have approached ISOLA for 

the mentorship programme and the process with respect to the same in on.  

EB team would like to acknowledge the efforts put in by all earlier EB teams with eminent experts from the 

field, for their valuable contribution till date and EC core team and all members of EC for their continuous 

encouragement and support. 

  

Swati Sahasrabudhe 

Education Board Convenor, ISOLA 

August 10th, 2019 

 


