
 

ISOLA - THIRTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

 

A warm welcome to all ISOLA members present here today at the 13th Annual General Meeting of the Indian 

Society of Landscape Architects at CEPT University on the 8th of September, 2018.  

We begin this meeting on a somber note as we share the news of the sad demise of our senior member and 

colleague Mahesh Paliwal on the 30th of August 2018. Mr. Paliwal was an active member, a valued senior 

and a constant and encouraging presence at all ISOLA events, and who was to be here with us today. We 

were always grateful for his positivity and enthusiasm.  We offer our deepest condolences to his immediate 

family as well as his extended family of colleagues and friends.  

As ISOLA continues to widen its base with three new chapters this past year- Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry, 

Maharashtra and Hyderabad, our annual stock taking is also an exercise to assess our performance, share 

and seek opinions on our ongoing endeavors and outline our future plans.  I present to you the Secretary's 

Annual Report including the:  

1. Status of ISOLA Executive Council and Chapter Executive Committees  

2. Status of ISOLA Accounts  

3. Status of ISOLA Membership  

4. Report on the events conducted by the ISOLA Central EC and ISOLA Chapters  

5. Representation of ISOLA on other platforms  

6. Report on other ISOLA initiatives and committees 
 
STATUS OF ISOLA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 

The current Executive Council is serving the second year of its two-year term. As you are aware, the current 

office bearers are:  

Honorary President   Sujata Kohli 

Honorary Vice President  Sridevi Rao 

Honorary Treasurer   Jitendra Pawgi 

Honorary Secretary   Nidhi Madan  

Past President Rohit Marol, fellow members Swati Sahasrabudhe, Avadhoot Kumthekar, Shravana Reddy; 

associate members Asok Kumar and Dwaipayan Bhattacharya, and co-opted member Maithily Velangi make 

up the rest of the EC.  

This EC shall continue to hold office till the 22nd of May 2019.  The schedule for the next elections will be set 

up in accordance with this calendar in early 2019. We hope to once again see new members in the Executive 

Council so that the society can continue to grow and diversify with more participation in the elections and 

Council. 

 



  
   
 

 

ISOLA CHAPTER ELECTION UPDATE 

From this year on, the chapter election cycle has been completed with the close of financial year to stream 

line the handover process. This year Delhi, Gujarat and Kerala chapters held elections for the 2018-20 term. 

We welcome the newly elected Managing Committees -  

Delhi NCR Chapter 
Honorary Chairperson  Jasleen Kaur Waraich     
Honorary Secretary  Chhitiz Mohan Gupta     
Honorary Treasurer  Vina Verghese Biswas    
Elected Members Anita Tikoo Matange and Sunny Aggarwal               
 
Gujarat Chapter 
Honorary Chairperson  Bobby Bhagwan Sujansingani    
Honorary Secretary  Priyesh Pankajbhai Shah             
Honorary Treasurer  Beena Vijaykumar Tindwani      
Elected Members Deepa Pawan Maheshwari and Sandip R. Patil                          
Coopted Member Tapan Modi   

 
Kerala Chapter 
Honorary Chairperson  Rohini Prasad   
Honorary Secretary  Vineetha P.S.    
Honorary Treasurer  Sebastin Jose    
Elected Members Anju John and Sreejith S.  
Coopted Members Viswanathan Ganesha Iyer, Anish Nair, Ganga Krishnan, Krishna Kumar & Monisha S. 
 
All three elections were conducted online. In Delhi and Gujarat, the number of valid nominations received 
was the same as the number of candidates and all were declared elected unopposed. Kerala chapter had 6 
members nominated for 5 posts for which online voting was held. This was the first complete online voting 
exercise with votes cast and ballots automatically counted, and we are happy to report that the system 
worked exceedingly well.  
 
We would also like to warmly welcome the office bearers of the three new ISOLA chapters-                                                                                                                                             

The ISOLA Tamil Nadu & Pondicherry Managing Committee with Chairperson K. Senthil Kumar, Secretary M. 
Asok kumar and Treasurer R.C. Ravindran. 
 
The ISOLA Hyderabad Managing Committee with Chairperson Narasimham.V.V.L, Secretary Zahid Ali and 

Treasurer Harish Vangara. 

And, the ISOLA Maharashtra Chapter with Chairperson Vikas Bhosekar, Secretary Shruti Humane and 

Treasurer Dhanashree Kulkarni, all of whom and the managing committee are present here.  

Continuing chapter management committees include ISOLA Bangalore Chapter led by Chairperson Nina 

Chandavarkar, Secretary Varna Shashidhar and Treasurer Prashanta Bhat. 

 

And ISOLA Mumbai Chapter by Chairperson Anju Bareja, Secretary Devyani Deshmukh Upasani and 

Treasurer Tanima Shrivastava. 



  
   
 

 

Elections for Bangalore and Mumbai for the 2019-21 term will be held next year.   

STATUS OF ISOLA ACCOUNTS  

Today we place on record the consolidated accounts of ISOLA (which includes the Central ISOLA, and Delhi, 

Mumbai and Gujarat chapters, the Goa and Bangalore Conferences and Gujarat LOC) for the year ending 

31st March 2018 and will be filed as approved at this AGM.   

We would like to thank our auditor Rajnikant Trivedi for his guidance in all accounting related matters, his 

continued support towards ISOLA’s fiscal discipline and his patience in dealing with all our queries, 

multiplying every year with the addition of new chapters.  

As we ambitiously expand with new and rejuvenated chapters across the country, I would like to highlight 

the contribution of our treasurer, Jitendra Pawgi, who has been documenting and standardizing financial and 

accounting processes for chapters as well as subsequent Executive Councils to follow in years to come.  

STATUS OF ISOLA MEMBERSHIP  

Today, the count of ISOLA memberships, past and present, stand at 630 over the last 5 years, with 400 valid 

memberships, 202 fellow, 94 associate, 38 graduate and 66 student members. Chapter memberships have 

Delhi at 92, Maharashtra and Gujarat with 54 each, Bangalore with 42, TN & Pondicherry with 30, Mumbai 

32, Kerala 24 and Hyderabad 14 members. This year we have seen more consistent renewals with fewer 

renewal reminders, prior to the conference and award periods that are usually the most active. Particularly 

for Fellow and Associate Members. There has been a surge in the Gujarat chapter student membership over 

the past few months with renewed activity in the chapter, reminders, and, events with fees for 

nonmembers. We hope to see the same in all the new chapters in the coming year.  

ISOLA CONFERENCE                                                                                                                                                  

The 2019 Isola Conference will be held on 15th-16th February at Kochi, Kerala. The theme of the conference 

is Re-Imagining Landscapes. Following tracks of Identity, Wisdom and Stewardship - designing in fragile 

landscapes using traditional wisdom and ecological leadership, the conference follows an innovative format 

with speakers, single and multi-session workshops, student competitions and paper presentations. We are 

encouraged to see the resolve of the Kerala chapter members to continue despite the floods this past 

month. Sebastian Jose, the Conference Coordinator will share details of the conference with you a little 

later.  

 
ISOLA Events 

It has been a busy year, as you may be aware. With the change of conference schedule from an annual to a 

biennale format, this year provided some flexibility to vary the ISOLA calendar, host smaller events in 

potential and upcoming regional chapters, spend time on outreach and engagement with citizen groups, 

policy initiatives, international councils and most importantly, within our membership.  

 
 



  
   
 

 

ISOLA PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES 1 

With interest in formation of regional and local chapters, and to facilitate their coordination and coming into 

being, it was decided to host the first EC meeting of the year in Pune, to encourage the formation of the 

Maharashtra chapter. Thanks to the efforts of Swati Sahasrabudhe, BNCA, Pune played to host the EC 

meeting and event. The awards jury was held a day later as well. The evening event, ‘ISOLA Public Lecture 

Series 1’ on February 2nd, was a platform for ISOLA members from the across the state to present their 

professional work through presentations and screenings and a talk by the ISOLA President Sujata Kohli. The 

comraderie that comes with planning an event brings people. In this case it brought the Maharashtra 

chapter together. 

This event in association with a college was in keeping with one of the objectives of this EC to forge 

partnerships with institutions and find regional bases to pursue research and outreach. The warm reception 

from BNCA validated this effort.  

 
RECENT TRENDS IN LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

This format was replicated successfully in Hyderabad, on June 2nd and held in JNFAU, thanks to the efforts 

of ISOLA Vice President Sridevi Rao. Dr. Phanishree, Registrar and ISOLA member, was instrumental in 

providing institutional support. The day-long event 'Recent Trends in Landscape Architecture' had 

presentations by two invited speakers and was followed by member presentations.  

 
CHAPTER ACTIVITIES   

This past year, has seen the Chapters host a diverse range of events, from competitions to thesis day to talks 

and walks. I will let the chapters share with you their endeavors and plans. Each chapter also has a page on 

the website, and we look forward to them making available to other members information, videos, articles 

and other documentation about their events.  

I would like to take this opportunity to commend Asok Kumar in TN, Dr. Sridevi Rao and Zahid Ali in 

Hyderabad and Shruti Humane and Jitendra Pawgi in Maharashtra for taking on the onus of energizing and 

creating new chapters.  

 
REPRESENTATION OF ISOLA ON OTHER PLATFORMS  

IFLA  

The IFLA APR (Asia Pacific Region) conference was held on October 2017, and was attended by Sreejith S, 

Shweta Suhane, who presented a paper, as did EC member Maithily Velangi who also represented ISOLA at 

the APR Council Meeting.  

SILA (Singapore Institute of Landscape Architects) as organizers of the IFLA World Congress 2018, invited 

ISOLA to be a supporting organization for the Congress held in Singapore in July of this year. As in past years, 



  
   
 

 

the ISOLA president was part of the jury of the awards, this year the IFLA AAPME (Africa, Asia Pacific and 

Middle East) Landscape Architecture Awards 2018.  

A strong contingent of over 20 ISOLA members participated in the World Congress. ISOLA President and I 

attended the World Council Meeting as Delegate and Observer respectively. ISOLA had a kiosk displaying 

information on ISOLA and the 2019 conference< Nupur Prothi Khanna was co-host of a Culture/ Nature 

Knowledge Café in the open theatre discussion as part of the ICOMOS/ IFLA ISCCL, I presented a paper and 

Vina Verghese Biswas, ISOLA Delhi Chapter Treasurer won an award in the Social and Community Health 

category. 

ISOLA received a very warm and encouraging welcome from all delegates and committees. IFLA membership 

is one of the benefits of ISOLA membership, and we hope to see more collaboration in the coming years with 

representation and volunteers for the working committees.  

 

WORLD GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORK 

ISOLA was invited to be a strategic partner at the World Green Infrastructure Congress 2018, the annual 

congress hosted by the World Green Infrastructure Network, held in Bengaluru on 4th - 5th June 2018. 

Mohan Rao was the invited speaker representing ISOLA.  

 

IGBC GREEN BUILDING CONGRESS 

ISOLA has been invited to host a seminar on 'Green Landscapes and Biodiversity' along with the Green 

Building Congress by IGBC (Nov 3rd, 2018). Here asin other events, we have been trying to put forward our 

members as speakers to represent ISOLA and the larger landscape architecture fraternity.  

 
NASA TROPHY  

The Mohammad Shaheer Landscape Trophy jury was held at the 60th NASA convention on the 30th and 31st 

of January 2018 at DC School of Architecture, Vagamon, Kerala. We would like to thank the jury members 

Dr.Sridevi Rao, Yogesh Kapoor and Sachin Jain and the moderator Shilpa Chandawarkar for their 

contribution.  

The Mohammad Shaheer Landscape Trophy has been a success over the past few years, under the able 

guidance of Shilpa Chandawarkar, and it is time to expand this collaboration. To create an understanding and 

interest in undergraduate architects towards landscape architecture, we have been talking to the office 

bearers of NASA on different approaches to do so. We are currently discussing the idea of having workshops 

at the Zonal NASA conventions through our chapters to introduce them to the profession at an interactive 

level. We will also invite Trophy winners to the conference and present them with certificates of merit.  

 



  
   
 

 

ISOLA Bangalore has also opened the event Thesis Day to architectural students with theses in landscape 

related projects. 

 
ISOLA Initiatives 

The ISOLA EC took on a strong stand against in the massive tree felling operations underway across Delhi for 

redevelopment projects in recent months. Some members contributed with information and research on 

issues that would help build a case towards more ecologically sensitive planning in our cities. This is one of 

many such issues that we are seeing that will need our contribution in the coming years.  

Today we look to our members to volunteer their time, expertise and support to initiatives of ISOLA. We are 

all engaged in this endeavour towards a larger relevancy of our profession, and with a strong and 

experienced membership base in place, there is both room for many voices but also a dire need to spread 

our responsibilities beyond office bearers, the EC or existing committees. There are some things on the 

agenda which we will ask for help on, there may be others you feel are important and not addressed. Do 

bring them up. We can support your leadership, or if you are hesitant, we can request others to take it on 

with your guidance. Our strength as a community is our ideas, and with technology today, we can do a lot 

with lesser finances, and extend our networks to support wider ecological, spatial and cultural issues, that 

we are not engaged in, but should be.  

 
EDUCATION BOARD  

The ISOLA Education Board in collaboration with Training and Research Center, Council of Architecture (CoA) 

organized the first-of-its-kind Teachers Training program for undergraduate teachers for landscape 

architecture. The 'Sustainable Campus Planning and Landscape Design' workshop was hosted by BNCA, Pune 

and coordinated by Dr. Abhijit Natu and Swati Sahasrabudhe, from February 12th-16th, 2018. Details on the 

workshop are attached to this report.  

Subsequently, ISOLA has been in the process of signing a MoU with CoA to conduct more workshops. The 

Chandigarh Administration has also invited ISOLA to conduct workshop on landscape architecture.  

There are 5 colleges who have applied for ISOLA recognition, with submittals pending. Swati Sahasrabudhe 

will share more details of the Education Board work this past year.  

 
NEWSLETTER  

The Mumbai chapter edited the 8th ISOLA Newsletter with the theme 'Fragile Landscapes' which is on the 

website. It included projects, interviews and city updates. Dwaipayan Bhattacharya will edit the next 

newsletter with a focus on the eastern region of the country.  

 
SOCIAL MEDIA  

For your reference, all minutes of past EC meetings have been uploaded on the ISOLA  



  
   
 

 

Website, through the members’ only section under the Membership tab. These along with the past 

secretary’s report, audited financial results can be accessed by using your login id and password for the 

membership site. We are trying to constantly update the website, so we look forward to your feedback on it.  

On other social media platforms we have not been very successful or consistent, and look forward to our 

members helping with the same.  

 
ISOLA AWARDS AND HONOURS  

The ISOLA Awards Committee will announce the Call for Entries for the eighth cycle of ISOLA Awards for the 

year 2018 today. Past President Savita Punde will continue to be the Awards Convenor, and Asok Kumar the 

Awards Coordinator. We hope to see the ISOLA Awards grow in quality, content, pride and stature and we 

need tremendous support from our members for this by way of enthusiastic participation. 

For the first time this year, soft copy submissions were accepted based on member feedback to reduce the 

time constraints and challenges of hard copy submissions and late deliveries. Avadhoot Kumthekar will share 

details on the awards process later today. This is also the first time the Honours and Awards will be held with 

the AGM and presented to the winners this afternoon.  

 
IN SUMMARY 

It is over a year since the current EC took over. We welcome any comments, suggestions, recommendations 

to further improve member communication and involvement.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the EC, especially Sujata Kohli or her unflagging enthusiasm and 

support, Jitendra Pawgi for his meticulousness, Sridevi Rao for her guidance and Rohit Marol without whom 

we cannot do a thing. Swati Sahasrabudhe has brought great enthusiasm and direction to the the EB and 

Avadhoot to the online award transition. Dwaipayan has been our graphics go-to and we thank him for it, 

and Maithily for her creative ideas that leads us in new directions. We are emboldened by a strong and 

committed group of chapter representatives who we look on to for constant support.  

Much appreciation is due to our Office Assistant, Khushboo Sharma, for manning the office, supporting all 

works and cheerfully making all tasks easier. Through maternity leave and a 4 month old, she has effortlessly 

helped us continue to run the office from afar with aplomb.  

And lastly, we thank you, ISOLA members, for taking the time to be here today to participate in this AGM. 

We request all members here today, and others not present, to proactively engage in the working of the 

Society.  

 

Nidhi Madan 

Honorary Secretary 

ISOLA 

September 8th, 2018 



  
   
 

 

‘SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS PLANNING AND LANDSCAPE DESIGN’ 

A brief review 

A TTP(Teachers’ Training Program) was organised by TRC (Training and Research Center) of COA (Council 

of Architecture) in collaboration with ISOLA (Indian Society of Landscape Architects) hosted with institutional 

support from and was held at Dr. B.N. College of Architecture for women, MKSSS, Pune from 12th to 16th Feb 
2018. Dr. Abhijit Natu, ISOLA education board member initiated the concept and it was further realised with 

the efforts by Swati Sahasrabudhe, ISOLA Education Board Convenor 2017-19 and ISOLA members as 

resource persons who extended their participation as resource persons. 

The intent of the programme was to upgrade the knowledge, to encourage an intellectual interaction and to 
inculcate a landscape architecture based- multidisciplinary approach towards teaching and learning principals 

of sustainable campus development. There were seventeen sessions with fifteen experts (with seven ISOLA 

members) who enlightened the participants with their in depth knowledge and interactive sessions spread across 
five full days. Forty –five participants participated actively in TTP who were teachers from architectural 

institutes across India and also some professionals from the field.   

Urban Designers- Pushkar Kanvinde and Vikram Hundekar presented the process of campus planning, its 

theoretical and practical underpinnings on the first day of the program. Landscape Architect Shilpa Chadavarkar 
[ISOLA MEMBER-1, Mumbai] talked on a topic “Every Site has a Story to Tell...Are we Listening” in the last 

session on the first day. 

On the day two of the program, Landscape Architect Varsha Gavandi [ISOLA MEMBER-2, Pune] presented 
various landscape design issues to be dealt in campus planning. Later she illustrated the design responses to 

these issues through examples in session two. The latter two sessions were planned to address the conservation 

aspects, historic context of landscapes and cultural landscape conservation. These were conducted by 
Conservation Architects Dr. Chetan Sahasrabuddhe and Dr. Shubhada Kamalapurkar.  

The third day of the program was dedicated to the environmental aspects of campus planning and landscape 

design.  These sessions were conducted by Architects Poorva Keskar, Anagha Paranjape and Sujata Karve who 

have been working in the field of environmental design and planning. Green rating systems, site sustainability, 
resource conservation are some of the areas which will be dealt by them. The last session of the day was by 

Landscape Architect Aarti Verma who dealt with art in campus planning.  

Two workshops were planned on the fourth day. First workshop was by Landscape Architect Bobby Sujan 
[ISOLA MEMBER-3, Ahmedabad] which was titled as “Invisible Lines” in which he dealt with Ground which 

is an important component of landscape design. The second workshop was conducted by landscape architects 

Dr. Abhijit Natu [ISOLA MEMBER-4, Pune] and Manjusha Ukidwe [ISOLA MEMBER-5, Pune] focussed on 

the behavioural aspects of landscape design.  
Landscape Architect Mohan Rao [ISOLA MEMBER-6, Bengaluru] dealt with the ecological aspects of site and 

campus planning in his sessions. The last session was conducted by landscape architect Nikhil Dhar [ISOLA 

MEMBER-7, Delhi] who spoke on the pedagogic aspects of teaching landscape design at UG level in 
architecture.  

The TTP was successfully conducted with logistical support from COA, ISOLA and BNCA together and was a 

meaningful learning and interactive experience for all the participants as well as the resource persons. The 
rigorous methodology and module of this TTP intends to be a torch-bearer for the future academic programmes 

to be coordinated and initiated by ISOLA- education board. 

- Review by -Dr. Abhijit Natu, Ph.D, ISOLA Coordinator 
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